A loopful of slant culture of strain Aspergillus candidus RF-5672 was inoculated into 500-ml Erlenemyer flasks containing 100ml of seed medium consisting of 5.0% glucose, 5.0% corn steep liquor and 0.2% CaCO3 in tap water, with the pH adjusted to 7.0, and cultured on a production of terprenins, 4-ml aliquots of each culture were transferred into twenty 500-ml Erlenmyer flasks, each containing 100ml of production medium consisting of 2.0% glycerine, 2.0% sucrose, 0.3% beef extract (Difco) and 0.2% yeast extract (Difco) in tap water, adjusted to pH 7.0 and cultured on a rotary shaker
The whole broth was subjected to filtration. The mycelial cake was extracted twice with acetone (500ml), which was then removed from the extract by evaporation. The mycelium extract and the filtrate were combined and then extracted twice with ethyl acetate (500ml)
after adjusting the pH to 6.0 with HCl. The organic layer was washed with water and evaporated to dryness under reduced pressure, giving an oily extract (7.85g). The terprenins and terphenyllins were separated and purified by repeated silica gel column chromatography and reverse phase column chromatography from the extract according to Fig. 3 solution shifted to longer wavelengths (+20nm) in alkaline solution. This shift suggested that terprenins have a phenolic moiety in their structures. The 1H and 13C NMR spectral data of 1 , 2 and 3 are summarized in Table 2 . NMR analysis indicated terprenin (1) has an Long-range 1H-13C correlations observed in the heteronuclear multiple-bond correlation (HMBC) spectrum of terprenin (1) suggested the proposed structure shown in 
3-Methoxyterprenin
(2) was similar to terprenin (1), but the phenolic OH of the ring A was replaced by OMe Table 2 . 1H and 13C NMR spectral data of terprenins (600MHz in acetone-d6).
(d)]. These structures (2 and 3) were confirmed by HMBC and NOESY experiments. The proposed structure of terprenin (1) was confirmed also by X-ray crystallographic analysis (Fig. 5) . Crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were grown from solvent mixtures of n-hexane and ethyl acetate. The crystal data are as follows: monoclinic, space group P21/n, Terprenins possessed very strong proliferation against mouse spleen lymphocytes stimulated with Con A and LPS. The IC50 values of terprenin (1), 3-methoxy- Table 3 . Effect of terprenins against Con A-induced proliferation. Table 3 and 4. Terprenins had no antimicrobial activity against bacteria and fungi.
To further clarify the biological properties, we established the route of chemical conversion to terprenin We isolated three new O-prenylated para-terphenyl compounds, terprenin (1), 3-methoxyterprenin (2) and pressive activities in vitro. No such activity was found for four known para-terphenyl compounds, terphenyllin
The action mechanisms of the active terprenins are now under study. 
